MLU-11.1 — Arabia the Cradle of Islam
Takeaway Points from the MLU
1. Arabia is the cradle of Islam, where Islam began and where the Islamic identity developed in Makkah and Madinah.
2. The Arabian Peninsula is surrounded by the Red Sea, Arabian Sea, Persian Gulf, and Syrian Desert, and much of its land is dry, rocky, and sandy.
3. Water was extremely important to Arabian life and history. The availability of water, such as the Zamzam spring, helped settlements like Makkah develop.
4. The camel was the most important animal in Arabia because it could survive the desert, provide milk, and supply materials such as camel hair for tents.
5. Before Islam, Arabia had little central political organization. Tribal chiefs held authority, and tribal loyalty (Asabiyyah) was stronger than a common system of law and justice.
6. The economy depended heavily on trade, especially in Makkah, where merchants and caravans traveled to regions such as Syria and Yemen. Slavery and high-interest money lending were also common.
7. Pre-Islamic Arabian society had serious social problems, including poor treatment of women, female infanticide, widespread drinking, gambling, and constant tribal conflicts.
8. Religion in pre-Islamic Arabia was diverse, but idol worship and polytheism were dominant. Other groups included Jews, Christians, Sabines, Zindiqs, atheists, and a small number of monotheists who followed the tradition of Prophet Ibrahim (AS).
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