MLU-3.2 — Pillars of Islam: The almsgiving (zakat)
_______________________________________________________________
Takeaway Points from the MLU

1. Zakat means purification and growth. It is one of the five pillars of Islam and requires eligible Muslims to give a prescribed portion of their wealth to those in need.
2. Zakat becomes obligatory when a Muslim possesses wealth equal to or above the Nisaab, has possessed it for a complete lunar year, and it is wealth on which Zakat is applicable.
3. The standard Zakat rate on qualifying wealth is 2.5%. It generally applies to gold, silver, cash, business merchandise, and other qualifying assets.
4. Zakat has important social and economic benefits. It purifies wealth, develops gratitude to Allah, reduces hoarding, supports the poor, and helps redistribute wealth in society.
5. The Qur’an identifies eight categories of Zakat recipients, including the poor, needy, Zakat collectors, those in debt, travelers in need, and other specified groups.
6. Zakat cannot be given for personal services or general public facilities such as mosques, hospitals, roads, and bridges, and there are also restrictions on giving it to certain close relatives.
7. Giving Zakat brings Allah’s pleasure, blessings, forgiveness, and spiritual and social benefits, while deliberately withholding Zakat is strongly warned against in the Qur’an.
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