MLU-4.1 — Pillars of Islam: The pilgrimage (Hajj)

Takeaway Points from the MLU

1. Hajj means to intend to visit the Holy Kaaba and perform specific acts of worship. It is the fifth pillar of Islam and is obligatory once in a lifetime for Muslims who are physically and financially able.
2. The three basic pillars of Hajj are entering Ihram with the intention of Hajj, staying at Arafat on 9th Dhul-Hijjah, and performing the required Tawaf.
3. Ihram is the sacred state entered before Hajj. It includes the intention, special clothing, and following certain restrictions to promote equality, discipline, and devotion to Allah.
4. Tawaf means circling the Kaaba seven times, while Sa’i means walking between Safa and Marwah, remembering the struggle of Hajar (AS) in search of water.
5. Wuquf at Arafat is a central part of Hajj. Pilgrims spend the 9th of Dhul-Hijjah at Arafat in prayer, remembrance, and supplication to Allah.
6. Other important Hajj rituals include stoning the Jamarat, offering sacrifice, shaving or trimming the hair, Tawaf al-Ifadhah, returning to Mina, and performing the farewell Tawaf.
7. There are three types of Hajj: Hajj Mufrad, Hajj Tamattu, and Hajj Qiran. Hajj is performed during Dhul-Hijjah, while Umrah can generally be performed throughout the year.
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