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The introduction to Hadith



MLO 5.2.1
Students will understand the meaning of Hadith and the 

necessity of following the Sunnah of the Prophet 

(PBUH) as commanded in the Quran.



Literal and Technical Meanings of 

Hadith
• The word Hadith is derived from the Arabic root 

word "hadatha," which refers to any event that 

has taken place

• Literally, it also refers to something that is new, 

modern, or latest

• In technical terms, Hadith refers to the sayings 

(Qawli), actions (Fili), and silent approvals 

(Taqrizi) of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH).



Literal and Technical Meanings of 

Hadith
• Hadith Qawli: The words and narrations of the Prophet 

(PBUH).

• Hadith Fili: The actions of the Prophet (PBUH).

• Hadith Taqriri: Instances where an action was performed 

in front of the Prophet and he remained silent, neither 

objecting nor explicitly forbidding it.

• This silence is considered an approval because it is 

believed the Prophet (PBUH) would not remain silent if a 

wrong act were committed in his presence.



The Importance of Hadith (Explanation of 

Quran)

• The primary importance of Hadith is that it 

serves as an explanation and clarification of the 

Holy Quran.

• While the Quran provides general commands, 

the Hadith provides the specific details required 

for practice:



The Importance of Hadith (Explanation of 

Quran)

Prayer (Salah): The Quran commands believers to 

establish prayer and bow with those who bow, but 

it does not specify the number of prayers per day, 

the timings, or the specific method and number of 

rakats.

These details are found only in the Hadith

Zakat and Hajj: The Quran mandates Zakat and 

Hajj, but the Prophet specifically instructed, "Learn 

your rituals (of Hajj) from me".

.



The Importance of Hadith (Explanation of 

Quran)

Fasting (Sawm): While the Quran commands 

fasting, the Hadith clarifies the conditions for 

starting and breaking the fast, and who is exempt

Contextual Details: The Quran mentions events, 

such as "the two in the cave," without naming the 

individuals or the specific cave; Hadith provides 

this necessary historical context

.



Quran is in Need of Hadith

• The source emphasizes that the Quran is dependent on 

Hadith for its practical application

• Without Hadith, the Quranic commands remain general 

and cannot be correctly understood or implemented

• For example, Hadith explains how to perform rituals 

under different circumstances, such as when one is sick 

and must pray sitting or lying down

• . Ultimately, it is impossible to understand the Quran 

correctly without referring to the Hadith.



Importance of Hadith/Sunnah

Quran itself discusses its importance

• Allah commands Muslims to obey the Prophet 

(PBUH).

• The Quran repeatedly says: “Obey Allah and 
obey the Messenger.”

• Following the Prophet (PBUH) is connected 

with Allah’s love and forgiveness.

• The Prophet (PBUH) is an excellent example for 

Muslims.



Importance of Hadith/Sunnah

Quran itself discusses its importance

• Muslims should follow the Prophet’s sayings and 
actions.

• The Quran instructs believers to refer to Allah and 

His Messenger in disputes.

• The Prophet (PBUH) was appointed as a guide and 

judge.

• His Sunnah helps Muslims understand and apply the 

teachings of the Quran.  Hadith does not contradict 

the Quran; rather, it serves as the essential 

interpretation and completion of Quranic injunctions


