MLU-7.1 — Sunnah, Ijma, Qiyas and Ijtihad
Takeaway Points from the MLU

1. Sunnah is the second primary source of Shariah after the Quran. It refers to the sayings, actions, and approvals of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) and explains how Quranic teachings are practically applied.
2. Ijma means the unanimous agreement of qualified Muslim jurists (mujtahids) of a particular period on a matter of Islamic law. It helps address legal matters that require scholarly consensus.
3. For valid Ijma, the agreement must be by qualified mujtahids, be unanimous, occur after the death of the Prophet (PBUH), concern an Islamic legal matter, and be based on valid evidence (sanad).
4. There are two main types of Ijma: explicit Ijma (Ijma Sarih), where scholars openly agree, and silent/tacit Ijma (Ijma Sukuti), where scholars are informed of an opinion and do not object to it.
5. [bookmark: _GoBack]Qiyas means analogy. It is used when a new issue is not directly addressed by the Quran, Sunnah, or Ijma. A ruling from an original case is extended to a new case because both share the same effective cause (illah).
6. The four pillars of Qiyas are the original case (asl), the new case (far'), the effective cause (illah), and the original ruling (hukm). For example, a prohibition related to being distracted from Friday prayer can be extended by analogy to other transactions causing the same distraction.
7. Ijtihad means making a serious intellectual effort to derive an Islamic legal ruling for new or difficult issues using the Quran, Sunnah, principles of Shariah, Qiyas, and other recognized methods. Qiyas itself is one form of Ijtihad.
8. A Mujtahid must have strong knowledge of Arabic, the Quran and its interpretation, Hadith and narrator reliability, Ijma, Qiyas, the objectives of Shariah, and Islamic legal principles, as well as possess personal integrity and sound judgment.
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