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Ibn Khaldun's Political Philosophy – Man as Citizen by Nature, Asabiyah, and the Theory of 

the State  

Introduction   

Ibn Khaldun (1332–1406) was a 14th-century Arab Muslim scholar widely considered one of the 

founders of sociology, historiography, and political philosophy. His ideas remain influential in 

understanding how human societies develop, sustain themselves, and eventually decline. He 

presented many of his theories in his famous book Al-Muqaddimah (The Introduction), which 

serves as a foundational text in Islamic social science. Central to his philosophy are three main 

ideas: the social nature of man, the concept of Asabiyah (social cohesion), and the cyclical theory 

of the rise and fall of states.  

1. Man as a Citizen by Nature  

Ibn Khaldun argued that human beings are inherently social and political creatures, incapable of 

thriving or even surviving in isolation. This idea aligns with Aristotle’s famous assertion that “man 

is a political animal.” People naturally organize into groups or communities to ensure mutual 

survival, and human progress in areas such as agriculture, craftsmanship, trade, and governance 

depends on cooperation. This innate social instinct gives rise to social structures and political 

institutions. For example, tribes and towns historically formed around shared needs such as 

security, food production, and cultural identity, serving as the foundational building blocks of 

civilizations. 

2. Asabiyah (Social Cohesion)  

Central to Ibn Khaldun’s philosophy is the concept of Asabiyah, which refers to social solidarity 

or group cohesion. He observed that strong Asabiyah forms the foundation of successful societies 

and dynasties, as it fosters unity and collective action, enabling groups to rise to positions of power. 

However, Ibn Khaldun also argued that as societies become wealthy and comfortable, their 

Asabiyah gradually weakens, ultimately leading to their decline. A key example is the pattern in 

which nomadic tribes, strengthened by strong Asabiyah, conquer sedentary empires. Yet once 

these tribes settle and adopt luxurious lifestyles, they too become vulnerable to new groups with 

stronger cohesion. 

3. Theory of the State  

Ibn Khaldun’s theory of the state is closely connected to his concept of Asabiyah, arguing that the 

rise and fall of states follow a cyclical pattern driven by the strength and eventual decay of social 

cohesion. According to him, states initially emerge when a group with strong Asabiyah rises to 

power and establishes authority. Over time, however, luxury, complacency, and corruption weaken 



the group’s unity, making the state increasingly vulnerable to internal decline and external 

conquest. This cyclical process is explained in detail in his seminal work Al-Muqaddimah. A 

historical example is the fall of the Abbasid Caliphate, which can be understood through Ibn 

Khaldun’s perspective: internal corruption and loss of unity left the empire susceptible to stronger, 

more cohesive forces. 

Conclusion  

 Ibn Khaldun’s political philosophy offers a powerful framework for understanding the rise and 

fall of societies. His ideas stress the importance of cooperation, unity, and the moral foundations 

of leadership. In today’s world, his theories remain relevant in analyzing political instability, 

nation-building, and social change.  

Suggested Resource:  

• YouTube Video Summary on Ibn Khaldun’s Political Philosophy  

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QXhinvBhK04
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QXhinvBhK04

